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AFTER TEN YEARS AT SEA, 
THIS PCA COUPLE FINDS THEMSELVES 

SWIMMING WITH 928s.

STORY BY DAVID MATHEWS   PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ALAN ROSS

G R E A T 
W H I T E
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It’s funny how things work out. 
Defying logic and, some would ar-
gue, common sense, the 911 never 
ceded its throne. 

Still, as with all Porsche models, 
improvements to the 928 throughout 
its lifetime made it better, faster, 
and a lot more expensive. Engine 
displacement eventually grew to 5.4 
liters. Fenders bulged. It sprouted a 

rear wing and a front dam. Its base 
price rose from $28,000 in 1977 to 
$82,000 in 1995. But after a mod-
el run of 17 years, the 928 ceased 
production. Some Porsche own-
ers believe the outlier should have 
maintained its place in the family, an 
upscale boulevard cruiser more akin 
to the Mercedes-Benz 450SLC, the 
Jaguar XJ-S, and the BMW 635CSi. 

JIM AND SUE CORENMAN, Pacific 
Northwest Region members, are 
among that group. After owning a 
912 and a 914, they were ready to 
move to water-cooled cars. They 
purchased their first 928, a silver 
1988 S4, from Niello Porsche, which 
at the time was located in Concord, 
California. “Our silver S4 five-speed 
was a real find, because most new 
928s were automatics in late 1987,” 
recalls Jim. “We lived in the San 
Francisco Bay Area at the time, 
and that car was my daily driver for 
nearly five years.”

The Corenmans changed their 
means of daily transportation sig-
nificantly in 1992 when they em-
barked on a ten-year, around-the-
world sailing adventure. “We didn’t 
grow up sailing. Both Sue and I got 
into it, separately, in the late ’70s 
and early ’80s,” says Jim. “My first 
long ocean race was from San Fran-
cisco to Hawaii in 1982. Sue, simply 
a friend at that time, volunteered to 
crew for the return trip.”

“After racing our sailboat from 
San Francisco and Los Angeles to 
Hawaii, then cruising home via Alas-
ka over several years, we decided to 
try doing a bigger circle,” adds Sue. 
“Our plan, such as it was, was to cir-
cumnavigate the Pacific for a couple 
of years. We were having so much 
fun sailing and visiting exotic places 
that after three years, we found our-
selves heading over the top of Aus-
tralia and joining a race from Darwin 
to Ambon, Indonesia. At that point, 
we decided to keep on sailing, head-
ing through Indonesia, Singapore, 

Malaysia, Thailand, and then across 
the Indian Ocean, through the Red 
Sea, and into the Mediterranean.”

Why sailing, you ask? “It’s hard 
to quantify sailing,” continues Jim. 
“Part of it is the solitude. Mid-
ocean on a passage, it is just you, 
the sea, the weather, and whatever 
you brought to the party in terms of 
boat, parts, skill, and knowledge. We 
got to visit some wonderful places, 
and wherever we went, we had our 
‘home’ with us.”

Their ten-year, around-the-world 
adventure was both exciting and ro-
mantic, but it presented very prac-
tical challenges. “Staying in touch 
was a big problem,” says Jim. “We 
used single side band [SSB] radio, 
made phone calls via AT&T High 
Seas [no longer available] for $5.00 
per minute, stood in line for a pay 
phone when at port, or waited for 
snail mail to chase us down.” 

Because none of these options 
were optimal, Jim searched for a 
solution. “I started messing around 
with sending email via radio, first via 
ham stations.” Then, in 1998, Jim and 
Stan Honey, a fellow electrical en-
gineer, good friend, and fellow sail-
or, set up a station on the marine 
bands so anyone could use it. That 
project, SailMail, now incorporates 
18 HF-SSB radio stations around the 
world, plus satellite gateways, allow-
ing SailMail Association members 
access to “email communications us-
ing every internet communications 
device in all oceans of the world.”

It was quite a statement. 
Pulling the drape off its newest model at the 1977 Geneva Motor Show, Porsche announced 

to the world that it was shifting gears. Not just a minor correction, mind you, but a 90-degree 

right angle. The king of the castle, the venerable 911, was being deposed. Its air-cooled 

six-cylinder engine had been deemed outdated, old-fashioned, too noisy, self-limiting…and 

at the wrong end of the car.    The heir apparent? The 928, a front-engine, rear-transaxle, 

sultry hatchback coupe with pop-up headlights like a Lamborghini Miura and a 4.5-liter V8 

that made big horsepower and a guttural growl. “The king is dead! Long live the king.” 
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timing.” The result: an additional 25 
horsepower over factory stock. 

If modest improvement in per-
formance was good, then it logically 
followed that significant improve-
ment was way better. “He [the own-
er] wanted me to install headers,” 
continues Louie. “So I used Devek 
Level 2 headers and installed a pro-
grammable memory module, John 
Speake and Niklas Kampe’s Shark-
Tuner. I was skeptical about seeing 
more gain with the headers, but was 
surprised when dyno testing reflect-
ed an additional 20 horsepower and a 
significant gain in midrange torque.”

The only thing better than own-
ing a smoothly running, nicely 
modified sports car is owning that 
car after a previous owner paid for 
all the modifications. The owner 
decided to sell. Louie decided to 
buy. “I didn’t really need it, but it 
was a great car even with the high 
mileage,” says Louie. Resisting an 
impulse to add the GT to his own 
stable, Louie decided to flip it. His 
“for sale” posting on Rennlist lasted 
four days. 

Jim and Sue made the call and 
sealed the deal. “Mechanically, the 
car was in great shape due to Lou-
ie’s care,” says Sue. “The interior was 
a little rough and the car did have 
about 150,000 miles on it, but after 
a test drive, we couldn’t leave it be-
hind. On the four-hour drive home, 
we were going to stop halfway and 
switch cars, but poor Jim didn’t get 
a chance to drive the GT that day. I 
was having so much fun driving it and 
bonding with it, I wouldn’t trade.” 

During their eight years of own-
ership, Jim and Sue added another 
110,000-plus miles to the odome-

ter. Sensing that the V8 was getting 
tired, the Corenmans took the car to 
Precision Motorwerks in Anaheim, 
California, where Greg Brown be-
gan what initially was going to be a 
simple refresh. But…

A worn block meant machining 
the bores, which of course required 
new pistons—the larger 968 pistons 
were perfect—and bigger cams. 
Next came custom rods and, of 
course, Greg’s fancy stroker crank. 
And finally, the tuning. Once again, 
Jim used his electrical engineering 
background to build a better mouse-
trap. He developed a companion 
program to SharkTuner called 
SharkPlotter. This software adds 
a plotting and analysis program to 
SharkTuner, simplifying the entire 
fuel mapping process. 

If you’ve hung with me through 
all the preceding technical jargon, 
the bottom line is this: The 928 GT’s 
5.9-liter, bored and stroked V8 now 
produces about 450 hp. Dr. Porsche 
would have been impressed. Jim and 
Sue also upgraded the front brakes 
to the larger GTS calipers and two-
piece rotors. More go-power neces-
sitated more stopping power. 

The 928 GT also sports Ruf 
Speedline wheels that Jim found on 
eBay. “They were badly painted with 
black centers and bright red rims. 
Otherwise, they were good-looking 
and had the right offsets for our 928. 
Originally, the cars came with D-90 
wheels or Club Sport wheels, both 
variations of the ‘manhole cover’ S4 
16-inch wheels that provided only 
limited tire choice.”

BACK ON DRY LAND, the Corenmans 
shook off their sea legs and settled 
on San Juan Island in the epony-
mous archipelago in Washington 
state. Their 928 S4 was once again 
pressed into service, but because of 
its low mileage and great condition, 
they wanted to have a “driver” that 
they could pile miles onto while the 
S4 remained in the garage. Their 
weapon of choice would be another 
Porsche 928, of course. 

Avid followers of the 928 forum 
on Rennlist, they were excited to 
discover a notice posted by Louis 

Ott. Aptly known as “the Professor” 
because of his expertise in all things 
928, he was offering for sale a rea-
sonably priced, Grand Prix White 
1990 928 GT, the car featured here. 

The 928 showed 150,000 miles 
when purchased. Were the Coren-
mans concerned about the poten-
tial maintenance cost inherent with 
a high-mileage car? Nope. “Although 
at the time we knew of Louie only 
through Rennlist, he had a stellar 
reputation—knowledgeable and 
experienced. We’ve since become 
good friends.”

Before he actually owned the 928 
GT, Louie “enhanced” it for a former 
owner. “He wanted me to work on 
it to get more power,” recalls Louie. 
The biggest bang for the buck came 
from changes to the exhaust system. 
“From testing I’d done, I found that 
replacing the stock cats with a prop-
erly designed X pipe, and using 2.5-
inch dual pipes from the X on out to 
the rear of the car worked very well. 
We replaced the stock center muf-
flers with aftermarket mufflers and 
removed the rear muffler. Then we 
fine-tuned the fuel mixture and spark 

With more buttons 

and switches than 

a jumbo jet, the 

cockpit of this 

928 GT shows 

its propensity 

for long-distance 

travel. Those six 

numbers on the 

odometer prove 

it’s more than up 

to the task.

From bow to 

stern, Jim and 

Sue Corenman’s 

928 GT is right 

at home in this 

Vermont sea of 

green. The five-

speed manual 

transmission was 

standard for the 

GT model, al-

though most 928s 

had automatic 

transmissions.
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ALTHOUGH THIS STORY is about a 
gorgeous 928 GT and the enthusias-
tic couple who own it, we’d be re-
miss not to mention a 2011 addition 
to the Corenmans’ garage, this time 
a black 1993 928 GTS. If you detect 
a sickness—make that feverish pas-
sion—for 928s, then you’re right.

Obviously connoisseurs when it 
comes to 928s, Jim and Sue happi-
ly shared their thoughts about the 
model differences. “The GT in gen-
eral was designed by Porsche to be 
sportier,” says Jim. “All were five-
speeds. The cars had hotter cams 
producing ten more horsepower 

than the S4. The exhaust was a little 
different and all S4s were fitted with 
Boge Red sport shocks. What we 
like about our GT is that the engine 
is happy to keep revving without the 
S4’s tendency to run out of breath at 
high rpm.” 

Sue adds, “The GT had a lot more 
raw power than the S4. The sports 
seats were more comfortable…they 
held you in place. Our GTS is more 
refined. When I first drove it, I had 
to look at the tach when I came to a 
stop to see if it was still running. It 
was that quiet.” 

“The GTS is more of a grand 

tourer—very quiet and smooth, yet 
fast, on the highway,” continues 
Jim. “It’s sort of like the Panamera 
is now, more comfortable, but still 
quite quick.”

True fans of the brand, Jim and 
Sue have taken their 928 GT to three 
PCA Parades—Salt Lake City, Mon-
terey, and Jay Peak, where we met 
them on the concours field. “It was 
our first national-level concours, 
and that was fun,” says Jim. “But it 
was also a lot of work after driving 
cross-country.” They ended up two 
points behind the first-place finisher 
in Class PP08T. In addition to con-
cours competition, the Corenmans 
could not resist pushing their 450-
hp 928 GT around the orange cones. 
Competing in autocross Class M05, 
Jim’s best time was 55.446. Sue 
broke the light at 1:04.080. 

Whether on the high seas or on 
dry land, Jim and Sue Corenman are 
long-distance travelers…with an af-
finity for the Great White.  

After logging 

more than a 

quarter million 

miles, the engine 

underwent a 

“refresh.” Its 

stock appearance 

belies many 

performance 

modifications.  

Ruf Speedline 

wheels add just 

the right touch. 


