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A RARE MANUAL-TRANSMISSION CAYENNE.
STORY BY DAVID MATHEWS   PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ALAN ROSS

-Percenter
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IN 2012, ONLY 141 of the 7,719 Cayenne V6s sold had 
three pedals and a leather-covered stick shift smack dab 
in the middle of the center console. Pulling off the ulti-
mate mind game, that shifter looked oddly out of place 
and, at the same time, comfortably right at home. 

The percentage of Cayenne V6s sold with a manu-
al transmission (MT) during each of the nine years the 
model was available did not vary much from the 1.8% 
seen in 2012. The market was narrow. The manual trans-
mission appealed to two types of buyers: those who 
chose to sidestep the $3,000 up-charge for the Tiptronic 

transmission, and drivers who preferred driving gloves 
over a cell phone.

In the first-generation V6 Cayenne, the manual shift-
er injected a measure of excitement into what other-
wise was a rather sedate motoring experience. Although 
first gear was so short it was barely usable, transition-
ing from second through sixth was smooth and satis-
fying. Considering the “sprint” from 0 to 60 mph took 
a near-glacial ten seconds, no self-respecting automo-
tive journalist would describe the performance of the 
247-horsepower, 3.2-liter V6 as neck-snapping. In the 
hands of a competent hot shoe, the MT version could 
shave perhaps half a second from that time. With a bit 
of arm rowing and pedal dancing, there was no need to 
worry that the Prius in the rearview mirror would be 
doing any overtaking. 

The 2008 model update came with a new 3.6-liter V6 
with direct fuel injection. With 290 horsepower and 273 

lb-ft of torque, the MT Cayenne could reach 60 mph in 
7.5 seconds. Although still not awe-inspiring, the Cay-
enne’s acceleration bordered on respectability. (In ad-
dition, 2008 saw the introduction of a manual-transmis-
sion GTS with a 405-hp 4.8-liter V8 that could reach 60 
mph in just 5.7 seconds.)

Ultimately, and regrettably, the manual transmission 
option suffered death by bean counter. Offered from 2005 
through 2014, so few manual transmission Cayennes were 
sold that Porsche discontinued the option with its 2015 
model refresh.

BECAUSE OF ITS RARITY, we were intrigued when we 
saw a 2013 Cayenne V6 on the concours grounds at last 
summer’s Parade in Lake of the Ozarks. The MT Cay-
enne is owned by Chesapeake Region member Minta 
Miller, a “driving gloves” kind of person. Not only a 
Porsche owner, Minta is an enthusiastic PCA member. 
A get involved/stay involved PCA member. 

“My husband Aaron and I joined PCA in 2007. We 
bought a 944 right after we returned from deployment 
with the 101st Airborne Division,” Minta told us. “We 
moved to San Antonio, Texas after serving in Iraq in 
2005-2006. Coming back with a little bit of money in our 
pockets, my husband said, ‘I want a Turbo,’ and I said, 
‘Oh my goodness…well, okay.’ So we picked up a white 
944 Turbo and joined the Longhorn Region. We were 
there [San Antonio] for 18 months before we had to pick 
up stakes and move to D.C.” Military life—a series of 
moves punctuated by periods of hurry-ups and waits. 

Rugged elegance: 

the Cayenne 

oxymoron. Aero-

dynamic (0.36 

Cd) and capable 

(7,700-pound  

tow capacity), this 

Porsche checks all 

the boxes. 



Three pedals, a 

stick shift, and full 

leather—a rare 

combination in a 

Cayenne. This 

290-hp 3.6-liter 

V6 was a wel-

come improve-

ment over the 

first-generation’s 

3.2-liter V6.
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After moving east, Minta and Aaron joined the Po-
tomac Region for a short while. “But after we went to 
our first Chesapeake Challenge, we decided to transfer 
membership to the Chesapeake Region,” said Minta. “We 
were moving from Virginia to Maryland in the next few 
months anyway.”

Porsche ownership has at times been challenging for 
the Millers. “We had an engine fire in the 944 on our 
first trip to the Hershey Swap Meet,” Minta recalled. “We 
were in traffic, on the highway, about ten minutes out-
side Hershey. Faulty fuel rail.” 

But, squeezing lemonade from life’s lemons, the Mill-
ers rebounded in fine fashion. “We didn’t want to miss 
out on all the Porsche club stuff while we were rebuild-
ing the engine, so we began searching for another car. 
We found an interesting 968 cabriolet on eBay—a Cassis 
Red Metallic six-speed. We made an offer to buy the car, 
but the seller rejected our offer. So, we placed a ‘bid’ 
for the car and won the auction paying less than our 
original offer.”

Good fortune did not end with the price. “Jeff Coe, 
the 968 Register Advocate, contacted us, asking if we 
knew how rare our car was,” explained Minta. “I said 
no. He said he would send us some information on it. We 
discovered that there were only two Cassis Red Metallic 
cabriolets built, ours and another on the West Coast. 
And actually, ours is one of one because it has a manual 
transmission and full leather interior. The other is a Tip 
with partial leather. We call ours Pink Panther.”

HOW DID THAT Silver Metallic 2013 MT Cayenne become 
part of the Miller stable? “In early 2018 we considered 
upgrading our daily drivers, a Subaru Forester and a 
BMW 540i, so we looked at the Cayenne. It provided 
everything—the fun, the speed, the agility, the practi-
cality, the space. We really love manual transmissions, 
so we began looking for one. At the time, there were 
three MT Cayennes in our area. We found this one at 
an independent dealer just outside of Washington, D.C. 
in Manassas, Virginia. It was the one that was the most 
heavily optioned.” 

The Millers first looked at the Cayenne in March. It 
had languished on the dealer’s lot for more than a year. 
In June, just days before Aaron’s next deployment and 
with repair expenses looming on the BMW, they pulled 
the trigger. “We bought ‘the Rhino’ on a Tuesday—it was 
a steal!—and autocrossed it with our region the following 
Saturday,” exclaimed Minta. A week and a half later, she 
drove to St. Louis, picked up a friend, and then headed 
to the 2018 Parade in the Ozarks. “We had a blast. We did 
the TSD Rally, the Gimmick Rally, and the Concours.”

And how does the MT Cayenne work as a daily driv-
er? After all, Minta has a 45-mile commute from south-
ern Maryland to Washington, D.C., a trip that can take 
an hour to an hour and a half in heavy traffic. “It’s not 
bad at all. I’ve driven manuals all my life. I grew up driv-
ing them in traffic. I really enjoy it.”

Not only a commuter car, the MT Cayenne also 
serves as the primary grocery-getter and long-distance 
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cruiser. “I really liked driving the Cayenne cross country 
[to Parade]. I didn’t think it would be as enjoyable as it 
was.” Or as economical. Minta averaged 28 miles per 
gallon on the trip. “I’ve had other SUVs, but this one is 
different. It’s a blast to drive. It’s a Porsche. I love it.” 
And so do the family’s German Shepherds. “They can 
stand up in back. We have a nice cover that goes from 
front to back, and a portable vacuum. We make it work.”

UPON AARON’S RETURN from Afghanistan, they decided 
to “personalize” their Cayenne with tasteful touches. “We 
installed factory 21-inch wheel fender flares to add an 
aggressive look,” said Minta. “We also ordered, and had 
Porsche Annapolis install, the Porsche Sport Exhaust 
[PSE]. According to the dealership, we ordered the last 
PSE retrofit kit for a V6 958.1 in the country.

“But they hit a snag during installation,” she contin-
ued. “They physically installed all of the components, 
including eight hours of labor for the wiring, but couldn’t 
get the body control module to recognize PSE. They went 

back to PCNA for assistance, and after following PCNA’s 
guidance had to reach out to Porsche AG for help. In the 
meantime, we’ve run the Cayenne with sport exhaust 
open while we wait for Porsche AG to come up with 
a solution. The basic issue is apparently the rarity of 
the manual transmission coupled with the body control 
module looking for input from the transmission mod-
ule. PCNA could not confirm if there were any MT 958.1 
Cayennes with PSE in North America other than ours.” 

Other modifications planned? “We haven’t lowered 
the Rhino yet, but once Porsche AG figures out our 
sport exhaust technical problem, we’ll be purchasing 
the Bilstein B12 sport shock and spring kit to firm up the 
ride and reduce the ride height by about 1.25 inches.” 

Minta is very active in the Chesapeake Region, serv-
ing both as membership chair and co-chair of the Ches-
apeake Challenge. She was also the National PCA mem-
bership chair from 2017-2019. A challenge that Minta has 
willingly embraced in her leadership roles is to increase 
the involvement and participation of four-door Porsche 

Minta Miller could 

not be happier 

with her manual 

transmission 

Cayenne. With the 

rear seats folded, 

the cargo area 

provides plenty of 

storage capacity. 
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owners in PCA. Because four-door Porsche purchases 
now far outstrip sports car purchases, PCA has what 
could be referred to as a target-rich environment.

Minta reflected on the benefits of Cayenne owner-
ship as it impacts her efforts to bring four-door owners 
into PCA. “Owning a Cayenne has helped me come up 
with interesting, creative ways to involve these owners. 
We’ve started efforts to engage four-door owners to join 
PCA and to bring their four-doors to region events. At 
our new member parties, we specifically recognize Cay-
enne/Macan/Panamera owners with special gifts. Our 
autocross recruiting efforts resulted in four Cayennes 

competing in the 2018 autocross season, the largest 
showing in Chesapeake history. We’re interacting with 
other regions to set up ‘Off Road’ tours and events to 
underscore the capabilities and carrying capacity of the 
four-doors. Once we get this conversation started, we’ll 
build upon it. PCA is all about word-of-mouth. We want 
those four-door owners as members.” 

What for Minta and Aaron started with a 944 Tur-
bo 13 years ago has grown to a garage full of Porsche 
vehicles. At last count, they have two 944s, a 968, and 
the Cayenne. Each of them is equipped with a manual 
transmission—just the way they like it.  

    No  
Obstacles
WHAT MAY have started as an ab-

horrent aberration to the Porsche 

community was soon recognized 

as the saving grace of the brand. 

Four-door Porsches far outstrip 

sports cars in terms of national 

and international sales. Millenni-

als continue to push their way past 

the Boomers and Gen Xers into 

Porsche showrooms. And, more 

often than not, they drive a Macan 

or a Cayenne off the lot.

What has PCA done to bring 

these four-door owners into the 

fold? In addition to events such as 

autocross, concours, TSD and gim-

mick rallies, and sightseeing tours 

(which all welcome four-doors), 

Parade Chairman Ron Gordon said, 

“We will be offering an SUV Tour at 

the Boca Raton Parade this year. A 

portion of the tour will be on an un-

paved road. I would not consider it 

aggressive off-roading, but we are 

hoping it proves successful and can 

become a regular event at Parade.” 

Gordon emphasized that the 

roads “less taken” will not bend, 

break, scratch, or dent any partici-

pating vehicle. “We do not want to 

scare any SUV owners away.” Just 

boys and girls having fun!

A growing number of regions 

have also taken steps to embrace 

owners of four-door Porsches. As 

with the Chesapeake Region men-

tioned in the accompanying fea-

ture story, a four-door advocate 

emerged in the Oregon Region. 

Jeremy Williams, together with a 

few other stout-hearted individu-

als, pushed the envelope. As Jer-

emy describes, “The discussion for 

such a group within ORPCA started 

among a few of us a little over a 

year ago. While we Macan and 

Cayenne owners always felt wel-

come at ORPCA, we saw the desire 

to develop some events that would 

be more SUV-focused and might 

take us a bit off-pavement at times. 

My love of a previous Macan Tur-

bo led me to take the reins of the 

group. We planned events and the 

group started growing organical-

ly. Since last year, we’ve doubled 

in size! We’ve enjoyed dinners at 

a mountain lodge, meet/greets, 

technical sessions, and a snow-

shoe excursion. Future events in-

clude more outdoor adventure, 

some instructional ‘dipping of toes’ 

into off-pavement driving, etc.”

As with anything novel or new, 

change encounters resistance.

Some regions have not yet elected 

to promote events aimed at four-

door owners. When faced with 

such roadblocks, those owners will 

drive right over them, joining other 

makes—such as Toyota and Jeep—

in off-road-specific clubs. A golden 

opportunity, not to be missed, for 

PCA regions? You bet. —DM
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